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PREFACE 

The 1983 i s s u e  o f  S tudent  Research Papers b r i n g s  t o  a  c l o s e  
t h e  s e r i e s  o f  good f i rs t  y e a r  h i s t o r y  essays  on l i f e  and work i n  
Newcastle in '1938.  For t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  yea r s ,  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  depar tment ' s  
involvement wi th  t h e  1938 volume o f  t h e  Bicentennia l  H i s to ry  P r o j e c t ,  
we have been t r a i n i n g  s e l e c t e d  s t u d e n t s  i n  in te rv iewing  techniques and 
documentary r e sea rch  methods wi th  a  view t o  b u i l d i n g  up a mosaic o f  
impressions about t h e  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  o f  t h i s  a r e a  dur ing  t h e  1930s. 
The p r o j e c t  has  r e s u l t e d  i n  n e a r l y  100 in t e rv i ews  on l i f e  i n  1938 f o r  
t h e  National  Oral  H i s to ry  P r o j e c t ,  a  chap te r  on unemployment i n  A u s t r a l i a  
f o r  t h e  forthcoming Bicentennia l  H i s to ry ,  t h i s  s e r i e s  o f  publ i shed  
s tuden t  r e sea rch  papers  and a  l a r g e r  a r r a y  o f  unpublished essays  and 
surveys by s t u d e n t s  o f  t h i s  department and o f  t h e  neighbouring C . A . E .  

We have adopted t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  pub l i sh ing  on ly  t h e  b e s t  l o c a l  
h i s t o r y  e s says  each y e a r .  The group o f  s e l e c t e d  s t u d e n t s  i n  1983 was 
sma l l e r  t han  i n  prev ious  yea r s  and, given ou r  group method o f  proceeding 
with t h e  p r o j e c t ,  t h e  range o f  work we were a b l e  t o  achieve  was somewhat 
circumscribed.  Never the less  t h e  t h r e e  papers  o f  t h i s  i s s u e  provide  
information which h e l p s  t o  b u i l d  up t h e  p a t t e r n  o f  s o c i a l  l i f e  we have 
been exp lo r ing  dur ing  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s .  

The papers  by Doyle and Trim both  dea l  w i th  t h e  l i v e s  o f  men 
who were involved i n  coal-mining i n  t h e  Newcastle a r e a  i n  1938, and show 
t o  some e x t e n t  t h e  impact coalmining had on t h e  whole family.  I n  c o n t r a s t  
Munrols paper  i s  based on an in t e rv i ew with an a r c h i t e c t  who l e f t  
A u s t r a l i a  t o  g a i n  exper ience  i n  England and Europe be fo re  r e t u r n i n g  t o  
Newcastle t o  p r a c t i s e  i n  1937. 

The 1938 p r o j e c t  i s  now completed. Because o f  s t a f f  sho r t ages  
we have decided n o t  t o  mount a  s i m i l a r  p r o j e c t  i n  1984 b u t  t o  u se  t h e  
year  t o  review t h e  success  o r  o the rwi se  o f  t h i s  s e r i e s .  For it is 
important t o  emphasize t h a t  t h e  e s says  i s s u i n g  from t h i s  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  
research  have been t r a i n i n g  e x e r c i s e s  l a r g e l y  f o r  first yea r  s t u d e n t s  
and it i s  t ime t o  a s s e s s  whether t h e y  have been e f f e c t i v e  t each ing  
e x e r c i s e s .  We expect  t o  be  back i n  1985 with a  new s e r i e s  o f  
Student  Research Papers  t o  cont inue  what we hope i s  a  u s e f u l  instrument  
i n  r econs t ruc t ing  p a r t  o f  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  p a s t .  

She i l ah  Gray 
P e t e r  Hempenstall 
Margaret Henry 
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"We enjoyed every ounce o f  l i f e  then" - 
A view o f  coalmining 

by Annet te  Doyle 

"But t h e y  were t h e  days then .  They were r e a l l y  good t imes .  
We never  had no money o r  n o t h i n ' .  We enjoyed every  ounce o f  l i f e  then". 

1 

Despi te  a p r a c t i c a l l y  nonex i s t en t  s o c i a l  l i f e  and a ten-year  pe r iod  o f  
unemployment, M r  Doyle was one o f  t h e  lucky people t o  be  employed i n  
t h e  coa l  mining i n d u s t r y .  He r e c a l l s  t h e  Newcastle workplace i n  t h e  i a t e  
1930s wi th  a touch o f  n o s t a l g i a .  Such an a t t i 5 u d e  is " the  voice  o f  t h e  
p a s t  . . . .  and it i s  a vo ice  worth l i s t e n i n g  t o v .  

Born i n  S ing le ton  i n  1905 M r  Doyle, who l i v e d  most o f  h i s  l i f e  
i n  t h e  former mining s e t t l e m e n t s  o f  Lambton and Jesmond, gained much 
exper ience  i n  h i s  e a r l y  working y e a r s .  A t  t h e  age o f  fou r t een  he  l e f t  
school  and worked a s  a messenger boy a t  Walter Nevels  F u r n i t u r e  S t o r e  
i n  Newcastle f o r  14/- p e r  week. H i s  f a t h e r  was t h e  foreman a t  Wallsend 
Coke Ovens and, a s  was t h e  custom, h i s  son could have jo ined  him. 
M r  Doyle p r e f e r r e d  t o  work elsewhere Ifbecause it was t o o  h o t  there" .  
La ter  h e  became a p i t - t o p  l aboure r  a t  Jesmond mine, an employee a t  
Jesmond soap f a c t o r y  and a s h u n t e r ,  t h e n  a wheeler a t  Lambton Borehole 
C o l l i e r y  a t  Redhead u n t i l  t h e  mine c losed  i n  1926. 

Throughout t h e  dep res s ion  and u n t i l  1935, M r  Doyle was unemployed. 
A survey i n  October 1940 showed t h a t  22% o f  t h e  3,134 r e g i s t e r e d  
unemployed miners  i n  t e Newcastle and c o a l f i e l d s  a r e a s  had no t  worked B s i n c e  b e f o r e  May 1932. H i s  b r o t h e r ,  who was u n s k i l l e d ,  had l i t t l e  hope 
o f  f i n d i n g  any job i n  t h e  1930s and h i s  two bro thers - in- law were a l s o  
p a r t  o f  t hose  s t a t i s t i c s .  One had been r e j e c t e d  a s  a p o l i c e  r e c r u i t  
because he  f a i l e d  t h e  phys i ca l ,  and supplemented t h e  f ami ly  budget by 
s e l l i n g  b l a c k b e r r i e s  door t o  door .  M r  Doyle and h i s  b r o t h e r ,  w h i l s t  on 
r e l i e f ,  worked f o r  t h e  Lambton Council d igging  gardens, c l ean ing  g u t t e r s  
and genera l  maintenance work. They even worked a s  f a r  a s  t h e  Hawkesbury 
River  on government road  works. 

During t h i s  t ime M r  Doyle became ve ry  f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h e  hardships  
o f  t h e  needy. H i s  mother and s i s t e r s ,  and h i s  f a t h e r ,  who was mayor o f  
Lambton i n  1931, organised  unemployment r e l i e f .  H i s  f a t h e r  was a l s o  an 
a c t i v e  member of  t h e  S t  Vincent de  Pau1 ,Soc ie ty  and h i s  work with t h e  poor 
encouraged i n  M r  Doyle an a t t i t u d e  t h a t  was t o  s u r v i v e  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  day. 
Only r e c e n t l y  h e  gave h i s  t h r e e  p i e c e  s u i t ,  whick c o s t  him £7.12.6, a 
week's wages i n  1926, t o  t h e  S t  Vincent de  Paul .  He has  always apprec i a t ed  
anything h e  was f o r t u n a t e  enough t o  c a l l  h i s  own. I n  1935 B H P reopened 
t h e  Lambton Borehole C o l l i e r y  and M r  Doyle was employed a s  a shun te r  and 
then  worked on t h e  coa l  c u t t e r .  H i s  b r o t h e r  and bro thers - in- law remained 
unemployed f o r  some f u r t h e r  y e a r s .  

With t h e  reopening o f  t h e  mine came mechanisat ion and a p l a c e  
i n  h i s t o r y  f o r  t h e  Lambton Borehole C o l l i e r y  a s  t h e  first mine i n  
A u s t r a l i a  t o  r a i s e  coa l  by completely mechanised methods.6 M r  Doyle worked 
wi th  a u n i t  o f  twenty- three  men on t h e  V i c t o r i a  seam o f  coking coa l  used 
i n  t h e  s t e e l  i n d u s t r y .  The seam was a t  a depth o f  200 f e e t  and M r  Doyle 



worked over an a rea  of  th reequar te r s  o f  a mile i n  any d i r e c t i o n .  
An Ingersol  punching c u t t e r  machine worked by compressed a i r  and . 
operated by two men would have taken about one hour t o  cut  an e j g h t  
foot  bore n ine  f e e t  i n t o  t h e  coa l face  and twentyfour f e e t  wide. 
With t h e  coa l  c u t t i n g  machine operated by two mgn t h e  same amount of 
coal  could be cu t  i n  f i f t e e n  t o  twenty minutes. A d a i l y  production 
cycle cons is ted  of  du t t ing ,  boring,  f i r i n g ,  loading and timbering. 
Mechanisation was seen i n i t i a l l y  a s  a t h r e a t  t o  t h e  miners and appeared 
t o  favour t h e  owners. Communist propaganda l e a f l e t s  such a s  
ttMechanisation: ThreatenedgCatastrophe f o r  Coalf ields" were p r in ted  i n  
e d i t i o n s  of  30,000 o r  more and conditioned t h e  miners'  anxie ty .  
W . O r r l s  warning words were t h a t  " the coalowners' p lans  f o r  f u r t h e r  
r a t i o n a l i ~ a t i o n ~ b f  allowed t o  mature would des t roy t h e  economic l i f e  of 
t h e  c o a l f i e l d s  but  i n  t h e  view of  t P ?  miners it merely meant a 
reduction of  employment oppor tun i t i e s .  M r  Doyle d id  not  f e e l  threatened 
even though t h e  workforce d id  show a tendency t o  outgrow t h e  labour needs 
o f  t h e  indust ryZ H i s  a t t i t u d e  was tlyou couldn ' t  do anything about it, 
so  why worry?" Held been through bad times before .  In 1925 t h e r e  were 
24,038 men employed giv ing an output  of 11,396 tons ;  i n  1933 only 13,349. 
men were employed with a decreased output  o f  7,118 tons ;  by 1940 t h e r e  
was s t i l l  cons iderable  unemployment evenlShough t h e  output  had r i s e n  t o  
9,550 tons  and t h e  employment t o  16,812. 

Frequent stoppages occurred because ' i n  genera l ,  minefa bel ieved 
t h a t  they would only win concessions by i n d u s t r i a l  s t rugg leM.  The 
f a i l u r e  t o  come t o  quick decis ions  between owners and miners i n  a s t r i k e  
was demonstrat79 i n  a dec l ine  of  Newcastle's coal  export  t r a d e  between 
1935 anda1939. Most o f  t h e  coal  mined a t  Lambton Borehole Co l l i e ry  
during t h i s  time was used a t  t h e  B H P s t e e l  works so t h i s  was not  a 
r e f l e c t i o n  of  any a c t i o n  by M r  Doyle and h i s  workmates. A na t iona l  s t r i k e  
was planned i n  J u l y  1938 and i n  September was f i n a l l y  declared.  A log of  
claims consis ted  of  a 30 hour week ( f i v e  6-hour days) ,  uniform mine 
regu la t ions  throughout t h e  commonwealth, s t r i n g e n t  s t e p s  i n  s a f e t y  and 
hea l th  precaut ions  and complete a b o l i t i o n  o f  t h e  coal  dus t  problem. 
23,000 miners were a f f e c t e d  by t h e  s t r i k e s ,  90% of  t h e s e  men belonged t o  
t h e  Miners' Federat ion;  8,000 were a c t i v e  Newcastle miners and stood t o  
lose  c o l l e c t i v e l y  f6P6000 pe r  f o r t n i g h t ;  250 were employed a t  Lambton 
Borehole C o l l i e r i e s .  

Safe ty  and h e a l t h  were high on t h e  p r i o r i t y  l i s t  o f  t h e  Miners1 
Federation log  of  claims.  The ever present  r i s k  o f  f a l l i n g  coal ,  high 
vol tage  of  e l e c t r i c a l  equipment, f a s t  moving locomotives and sk ips  were 
a l l  b a s i c  f a c t o r s .  M r  Doyle had worked i n  knee-deep water  f o r  days a t  
a time and because of  a change i n  t h e  seam being worked a t  Lambton Borehole, 
t h e r e  was more water under mechanisation. A t  Lambton Borehole l a r g e  
steam pipes  running through t h e  change rooms did  provide hot  showers and ' 

dr ied  t h e  e n ' s  c l o t h e s  t h a t  were hung over them. The water money of  1/6 17 per  s h i f t  was l i t t l e  compensation f o r  t h e  cramps, bad back and a r t h r i t i s  
which t h e  men su f fe red  a s  a r e s u l t  of  t h e  water .  Dust was an acu te  problem 
and f i n a l l y  forced M r  Doyle t o  q u i t  t h e  mines i n  1953. Dust from t h e  coal  
brought t h e  danger of  s i l i c o s i s .  Spraying t h e  t r a v e l l i n g  ways w i t ?  water 
increased t h e  humidity which i n  t u r n  caused various sk in  d iseases .  8 

The use of s t e e l  sk ips  was designed t o  e l imina te  t h e  problem of  coal  dus t  
d r ibb l ing  through t h e  timber cracks onto t h e  roads,  and a flow of f r e s h  a i r  
was increased and con t ro l l ed  t o  ge t  b e t t e r  vent i l ra t ion .  Compensation f o r  
dust  could not  be claimed by M r  Doyle 'but i t  was claimed f o r  two separa te  
acc idents  caused by f a l l i n g  coa l .  H i s  head was s p l i t  open and h i s  arm 
was severe ly  damaged and t h e  "compo doctor  was t h e  only o f f i c i a l  t o  show 



1 

any i n t e r e s t 1 I . l 9  Sick pay of  one day f o r  every twentyf ive  days worked 
was never  claimed by M r  Doyle al though many of  h i s  workmates took t h e  
day o f f  whether t h e y  were s i c k  o r  n o t .  M$oDoyle be l i eved  t h a t  ' you  were 
lucky t o  have a job and you s tuck  t o  it1'. A rescue  room with ambulance 
s t o r e s ,  oxygen appara tus  and d i r e c t  te lephone ypununication t o  every 
working a r e a  was provided a t  Lambton Borehole. Sometimes men d id  no t  
work t o  s a f e t y  r e g u l a t i o n s  and caused r i s k  t o  fe l low workers and a l o s s  
o f  time t o  t h e  i n d u s t r y .  For example, t h e  b o r e r ' s  job was t o  bore e i g h t  
ho le s  i n t o  t h e  work a r e a  and i n s e r t  t h e  powder; i f  it d i d  not  explode 
work would cease  i n  t h a t  a r e a  f o r  24 hours .  Often two o r  t h r e e  fuses  
would be i n s e r t e d  t o g e t h e r  and t h e r e  was no way o f  knowing i f  a l l  t h e  f u s e s  
exploded. 

Working cond i t ions  d i d  improve between 1934 and 1939 and "were 
t h e  g r e a t e s t  ever  mags t o  t h e  advantage o f  t h e  workers i n  t h e  mining o r  
any o t h e r  indus t ry" .  Hours worked i n  coa l  mining comp9fjed favourably 
with o t h e r  i n d u s t r i e s ,  and wages pa id  were much h ighe r .  Usual hours 
f o r  a product ion s h i f t  were from 7 a.m. t o  3 p.m. The maintenance s h i f t s  
were from 3 p.m. t o  11 p.m. and from 11 p.m. t o  7 a.m. A meal break o f  
t h i r t y  minutes and t r a v e l l i n g  t ime t o  and from t h e  c o a l f a c e  were included 
i n  t h e  e i g h t  hours  c a l c u l a t e d  f o r  a workjgg day. An average o f  s i x  hours  
was a c t u a l  working t ime a t  t h e  c o a l f a c e .  M r  Doyle on ly  worked day s h i f t  
because l i k e  many o t h e r  workers,  he  d i d  not  own a c a r ,  h e  rode a b i c y c l e  
t o  Broadmeadow s t a t i o n  and caught  t h e  t r a i n  t o  Redhead. A weekly t i c k e t  
c o s t  him 6/8 and e n t i t l e d  him t o  r e t u r n  by t h e  same t r a i n  a t  3.30. 
The family had owned a T-model Ford bu t  because t h e y  could no t  a f f o r d  t h e  
running c o s t s  gave i % 5 t o  r e l a t i v e s .  Car r e g i s t r a t i o n  c o s t  £5.10.00 and 
a l i c e n c e  c o s t  l o / - .  

Cont rac t  wages were pa id  t o  men according t o  t h e i r  output  and e f f o r t .  
Average wage i n  1947 56 John Dar l ing  was £3.0.4 p e r  s h i f t  and £2.10.0 
per  s h i f t  a t  Burwood. M r  Doyle and t h e  o t h e r  miners a t  Lambton BorehoJy 
were pa id  on a d a i l y  r a t e .  I n  1935 M r  Doyle's wage was 25/6 p e r  s h i f t .  
Machine men, which included c u t t e r s ,  bo re r s  and loader  ope ra to r s  rece ived  
t h e  h ighes t  wages i n  t h e  u n i t  (with t h e  exception of  t h e  d s ~ u t y ) .  
I n  1946 they  rece ived  32/11 and i n  1947 t h e  wage was 35/2. Under c o n t r a c t  
wages ind iv idua l  miners were capable o f  earn ing  more than  t h e  deputy whose 
wages were more s t a b l e  and no t  affec55d by a d e c l i n e  i n  ou tpu t .  A week's 
pay f o r  a deputy i n  1947 was £9.7.8.  Many o f  t h e  miners could not  keep 
pace with t h e  increased  output  even f o r  t h e  e x t r a  w3ges and were o f t e n  
agreeable  t o  s t r i k e  a c t i o n  because i t  meant a r e s t .  

I n  1936 M r  Doyle had married a young lady  from Wallsend who was 
employed a s  a w a i t r e s s  and counterhand a t  Wade's Cafe throughout t h e  1930s. 
She belonged t o  t h e  Hotel  and Restaurant  Union and t h e  wage f o r  an 
appren t i ce  i n  1938 was 14/6 p e r  week. Af t e r  s i x  months it was 17/6 bu t  . 

Mrs Doylels  wag? was 37/6 p e r  week because she  had worked t h e r e  longer  than  
twelve months. Women were not  expected t o  l eave  Waders once they  were 
married but  Mrs Doyle chose t o  l eave  and managed t o  budget with no 
skimping on e s s e n t i a l s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  food. Both M r  and Mrs Doyle emphasised 
t h i s  po in t  sever33 t imes  throughout t h e  in t e rv iew and even today "always 
p l e n t y  of food", i s  high on t h e  l i s t  of  p r i o r i t i e s .  

M r  and Mrs Doyle l i v e d  i n  a modest35imber dwel l ing  a t  Lambton 
"a l i t t l e  suburb where everyone was happy1! and considered themselves 
very  lucky indeed. Not so lucky were those  f a m i l i e s  who l i v e d  i n  t h e  
shanty  towns and unemployment camps a t  P l a t t ' s  E s t a t e  a t  Waratah; 'lTexasll 
a t  Carr ington o r  llHollywood" a t  Jesmond. M r  Doyle can r e c a l l  t h e  l i t t l e  
t i n  o r  bark humpies on t h e  southern  end o f  Jesmond Park and how people 



r e l i e d  on one t a p  f o r  water  and had no sewerage f a c i l i t i e s .  Some tended 
small gardens t o  supplement t h e i r  d i e t  and caught t h e  occasional  r a b b i t .  
H i s  opinion o f  t h e  upper c l a s s  was i n d i f f e r e n t  - "we never  ad much t o  do 

39 with those  people - t h e r e  wasn't  t o o  many of  them a5ynd1 ' .  I1People wi th  
money, they  kept  t o  t h e i r  own c l a s s  i n  those  daysw. Apart from t h e  
occasional  dance, family wedding o r  Christmas d inner ,  M r  Doyle's s o c i a l  
l i f e  cent red  around c r i c k e t  o r  f o o t b a l l .  He and h i s  wife  never  a t tended 
t h e  Newcastle Show nor  dined out  a t  a r e s t a u r a n t .  An ou t ing  with t h e i r  
son, born i n  1937, was a p i c n i c  a t  t h e  beach o r  a v i s i t  t o  r e l a t i v e s .  
Church a t tendance  was a very  important  p a r t  o f  t h e  family l i f e  and t h e  
p a r i s h  p r i e s t  was a f requent  v i s i t o r  t o  t h e  household. 

Ind i f f e rence  towards p o l i t i c s  and world events  was a l s o  r e f l e c t e d  
i n  M r  Doyle's d i s p o s i t i o n .  He never  a t tended p o l i t i c a l  r a l l i e s  nor  
d iscussed  p o l i t i c s ,  and dur ing  t h e  meal break,  i n  between jam sandwiches 
and hot  t e a ,  he l i s t e n e d  t o  t h e  usual  d i scuss ion  r a t h e r  t han  g ive  an 
opin ion .  The f a c t  t h a t  h i s  f a t h e r  was i n t e r e s t e d  and concerned wi th  l o c a l  
government made no3gi f ference  i n  h i s  behaviour  - p o l i t i c s  were never  
d iscussed  a t  home! H i s  family were a l l  Labor v o t e r s  because they .be l i eved  
i n  t h e  Labor p o l i c y  and M r  Doyle "always l i k e d  t o  belong t o  t h e  working 
c l a s s  because ... t h a t ' s  as f a r  as (he) wanted t o  go and3$he) was q u i t e  
happy t o  be i n  t h a t  c l a s s  o f  t h e  workers and f r iends" .  L i t t l e  enthusiasm 
was f e l t  f o r  t h e  Royal Family, t h e  abd ica t ion  o f  P r ince  Edward o r  t h e  
coronat ion  o f  George V I .  The observance o f  Anzac Day rece ived  no response 
nor  d i d  t h e  Melbourne Cup day. M r  Doyle saw noth ing  t o  worry about from 
overseas c o u n t r i e s  and regarded America and England a s  t h e  s t ronges t  powers. 

" . . . .Obviously un t rue  o r  i naccura t e  information i s  i n  i t s e l f  f  
h i s t o r i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  s i n c e  it o f t e n  provides c l u e s  t o  a t t i t u d e s " .  3 8 
Whether t ime has taken i t s  t o l l  on M r  Doyle's memory o r  n o t ,  h i s  a t t i t u d e s  
have survived t o  t h e  p resen t  day. They provide  background information 
f o r  a h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  miners i n  Newcastle i n  t h e  l a t e  1930s, "concerned 
with how they  l i v e d ,  what t hey  tljgught about l i f e ,  how they  spent  t h e i r  
working time and t h e i r  l e i su re" .  M r  Doyle's s t o r y  has been a small p a r t  
of t h a t  h i s t o r y .  
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